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DREAM IN COLOUR
These two individually designed homes share a 
block located in a leafy inner suburb of Melbourne. 
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Designed by Cramer Design and built by Boris Lipengold, the two luxurious, 
contemporary homes sit side-by-side complimenting each other. Although 
both homes were designed independently, they have been carefully crafted to 
look as though they blend seamlessly with the urban streetscape, almost as 
though they are one single dwelling.

The owners initially intended for the project to be an investment, but once 
the dream was starting to be realised they fell in love with the design and 
decided to keep one of  them to call home.

The buildings are very unique in that they are not trying to keep up with a 
current trend, but are rather creating their own distinctive style.

The use of  unique tones make a bold statement from the street, with the 
use of  a rare washed lime green to reconnect the first floor to the high tree 
canopy tops within the street.  At first glance the colour stands out, but once 
you see the whole project with the other colours and textures the mix works 
really well.
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The raw site was quite restrictive with existing trees on site that needed to 
be retained, along with the 6.0m wide easement that covered the entire span 
of  the site. By the time the building setback and planning restrictions were 
introduced, on paper the building envelope was tight within a flood prone 
area, elevating the floor level higher out of  the ground.  A counter level was 
utilised here to make good use of  the site.

Strong line work was the key to Daniel Cramer’s design. The interlocking 
roofs piercing their way through each other to create a connection between 
the two buildings.

A mix of  1950s styled materials such as fibre cement sheeting, timber and 
more modern day building materials such as brickwork and engineered 
weatherboards, were just some of  the techniques used to give harmony to 
the home as a whole. 

Once inside, each space in the house has been carefully considered for 
today’s modern living requirements. Angled walls set the mood internally, 
with an open plan living to the ground floor and parent and children’s 
sleeping quarters to the first floor. The abundance of  windows collectively 
draws northern light in to the building, while cross ventilation creates an 
effective energy efficient home. The living spaces are both light and bright.

Timber floors throughout add certain warmth to the interior. Upon entry a 
Japanese-styled floor-to-ceiling slider door welcomes you into the open plan 
living space.  Here the kitchen is fully equipped with the all the finer details 
that make this house a standout.  Stone bench tops contrast with the timber 
floor beneath and the colour palette merges well.

The clients had minimal changes to the design concept, allowing the vision 
of  the designer to unfold during the construction phase. Cramer Design 
earned the trust of  the owners, paving the way for a design beyond their 
expectations.

The house showcases a strong Designer and Builder relationship, with all the 
hallmarks of  excellent construction principals evident. 

The builder’s dedication to dissect every component of  the building prior to 
starting showed full commitment to the client and the project.

“The builders where very understanding of  the design and their ‘can do’ 
attitude made the build phase a dream” said Daniel Cramer of  Cramer 
Design. The build included cantilevering over the easement, which could 
have made it a difficult and sensitive issue but turned out to be easy in the 
end.

The integral level of  craftsmanship is superior inside and out. The integrity 
of  the design and the building is paramount to Boris Lipengold. “I treat
every project as though it was my own dream home” said Boris.  He spends
every day on all his projects ensuring the quality and craftsmanship is of the
best he can achieve.

The builder’s level of  understanding to the design and commitment to 
achieving unique architectural homes set the pace for everyone that worked 
on site.

The abundance of windows collectively draws northern light in to 

the building, while cross ventilation creates an effective energy 

efficient home. The living spaces are both light and bright.


